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would prove a perpetual hindrance to a Government
whose pecuniary demands were large. It is desirable
that, in whatever materially affects its existence, the
Government should be served by officers of its own,
appointed by itself, removable at pleasure, and
accustomed to rapid methods of proceeding. But it
will always be easy for the central government,
organized as it is in America, to introduce new and
more efficacious modes of action, proportioned to its
wants. . . .
It is undeniable that the want of those uniform
regulations which control the conduct of every
inhabitant of France is not infrequently felt in the
United States. Gross instances of social indifference
and neglect are to be met with, and from time to time
disgraceful blemishes are seen in complete contrast
with the surrounding civilization. Useful under-
takings which cannot succeed without perpetual
attention and rigorous exactitude are very frequently
abandoned in the end ; for in America, as well as
in other countries, the people is subject to sudden
impulses and momentary exertions. The European
who is accustomed to find a functionary always at
hand to interfere with all he undertakes has some
difficulty in accustoming himself to the complex
mechanism of the administration of the towrnships. In
general it may be affirmed that the lesser details of
the police, which render life easy and comfortable,
are neglected in America ; but that the essential
guarantees of man in society are as strong there as
elsewhere. In America the power which conducts
.the Government is far less regular, less enlightened,
and less learned, but a hundredfold more authori-
tative than in Europe. In no country in the world
do the citizens make such exertions for the common
weal ; and I am acquainted with no people which